Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 081285 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO INR-07 SIG-01 10-13 SSM-03 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 ACDA-07 MCT-01 
/093R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARP:COCECIL:INR/RSE:ICOLLINS:SLB 
APPROVED BY NEA:ADAY 
NEA/ARN:MDRAPER 
EUR/SOV :WKUSHLIS 

120558Z 030345 /15 

R 120053Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 081285 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SA, UR 

SUBJECT:SOVIET POSITION ON PLO ATTENDANCE AT GENEVA 
REF: (A) JIDDA 2673: (B) MOSCOW 4747 

1 . SOVIET POSITION ON PALESTINIAN ATTENDANCE AT GENEVA 

IS THAT THE FORM OF PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION IS A MATTER 
FOR THE ARABS AND THE PLO TO DECIDE. SOVIET STATEMENTS ON 
TIMING AND FORM OF REPRESENTATION HAVE TAKEN NO SONSISTENT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OR CATEGORIC POSITION. 

2. IN THE PAST. SOVIETS HAVE ENDORSED (E.G.. IN COMMUNI- 
QUES WITH EGYPTIANS IN 1974), PLO PARTICIPATION AT GENEVA 
"FROM THE BEGINNING" AND "ON EQUAL TERMS WITH ALL PARTIES". 
TEXT OF STATEMENT ISSUED AFTER ARAFAT -BREZHNEV TALKS 
(FBIS QUOTING TASS APRIL 7 AND CAIRO VOICE OF PALESTINE 
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OF APRIL 9) MENTIONS NO SOVIET ENDORSEMENT OF SUCH CON- 
DITION, NOR DID BREZHNEV INSIST ON SUCH A FORMULA IN HIS 
MARCH 21 SPEECH. 

3. WE BELIEVE WAFA PRESS RELEASE PROBABLY REPRESENTS 
PALESTINIAN ATTEMPT TO ATTEMPT TO CREATE APPEARANCE OF 
GREATER SOVIET SUPPORT THAN ACTUALLY JUSTIFIED. 

VANCE 
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